[Comparative evaluation of the levels of water-soluble glial fibrillary acidic protein in the human brain in the normal state and in schizophrenia].
The concentration of water-soluble glial fibrillary acidic protein was measured in several regions of human brains (12 schizophrenic patients and 13 patients without any signs of mental disease) using ELISA technique. The content of this protein was lower in thalamus and gyrus cinguli in schizophrenics as compared to normals (p less than 0.01). The protein showed no correlation with sex, age and the terms of autopsy (5 to 7 h after death). The findings suggest that decreasing concentration of the protein might reflect the changes of its synthesis, posttranslational modifications, assembling and disassembling of glial filaments and possibly the effect of psychotropic drugs.